The Aerospace Medical Association's 2015 Annual Scientific Meeting will be held in Lake Buena Vista, FL. This year's theme is "Making a Difference in Aerospace Medicine."
Based upon the responses to a survey provided at the end of the 85th Annual Scientific Meeting in San Diego, CA, our members indicated a need for more information in six major categories: 1) Aerospace Medicine 2) Human Performance, 3) Medical Standards, 4) Fatigue, 5) Space Medicine, and 6) Travel Medicine. We plan to focus the 86th Annual Scientific Meeting program in these six major categories.
Current challenges in Aerospace Medicine include long duration space travel, spaceflight physiology, aircrew fatigue, legislative removal of medical standards, aircraft and spacecraft cabin environments, unpiloted aerial vehicles, mental health in aircrew, medical and ethical guidelines for commercial spaceflight passengers and crew, decreased funding and support.
How have we been improving our understanding and impact on these and other challenges? What knowledge gaps were filled by key work, what research was done in solving a critical problem, what scientific information or activities supported a change in viewpoints or policy? We encourage presentations from diverse experts that will enhance the world's knowledge and understanding of the current challenges in Aerospace Medicine and demonstrate their impact on improving the health, safety and human performance of those involved in aviation, space and extreme environments.
Aerospace medicine is truly multi-disciplinary and international. Our annual scientific meeting is an opportunity to learn about the work of our colleagues from around the world, and to share the knowledge and wisdom which we gain in our day-today work and practice. It is a great way to learn from and expand the overall community of aerospace medicine.
The sessions for our 86th Annual Scientific Meeting will cover the latest findings in the fields of aviation, space, and human performance, and related fields such as aerospace nursing, and aerospace physiology.The meeting objectives are aligned with the theme and abstracts centered around these objectives are encouraged. The participant will: 1. Discover evolving trends and best practices in aerospace medicine; 2. Apply principles of evidence-based medicine, operational risk management, and aeromedical decision-making in aircrew selection and clinical aerospace medicine practice; 3. Analyze mechanical and human performance and systems integration factors in aviation mishaps and safety programs; 4. Identify mechanical, biological, social, cognitive, and systems factors that impact optimal human performance and decision making in the full spectrum of aerospace operations; 5. Apply ethical principles to aerospace medicine decision-making and foster competency in professionalism and systems-based practice in the application of aerospace medicine skills, teamwork, and interoperability in a multi-discipline professional environment.
AsMA Abstract Submission Process
All abstracts must be submitted via the electronic submission system linked to the association's web site: www.asma.org Abstracts for presentations can be submitted in one of three formats: Slide, Poster, and Panel/Workshop format. Panels and Workshops, as well as proposals for debates and non-traditional forums for scientific information exchange, will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Accepted abstracts will be published in Aerospace Medicine and Human Performance.
Click on the link to the abstract submission site--available on the AsMA home page and Meetings page on or about September 1, 2014. You will need to register on this site. Authors with questions regarding the abstract submission process should contact AsMA directly at (703) 739-2240, x101 (Ms. Pam Day); or email pday@asma.org.
Please note: The following information is required during the submission process: Abstract title, presenting author information (including complete mailing and e-mail addresses), topic area (from list provided on back of form), contributing authors and their e-mails and institutions, abstract (LIMIT: 300 words) and learning objectives (the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education-ACCME-requires a brief sentence on the speaker's learning objectives for the audience). In addition, two (2) multiple choice questions and answers will be required for each presentation for Maintenance of Certificiation (MOC). Read instructions online for further details.
Financial Disclosure/Conflict of Interest/Ethics
Abstracts will not be accepted without a financial disclosure/conflict of interest form. The form is part of the submission website. The presenting author must agree to comply. Scientific presentations at AsMA-sponsored events will adhere to the highest standards of scientific ethics, including appropriate acknowledgment or reference to scientific and/or financial sources. Presenters must avoid the endorsement of commercial products in their abstracts and during their presentations. There must be no advertisements on Posters, AV, or handout materials.
Presentation Retention Policy
AsMA will use live capture to make presentations from the Meeting available to members / attendees after the meeting. Authors are required to provide permission for live capture and a nonexcllusive license to repurpose the content. An electronic copy of the presentation suitable for release at the time of the presentation must be provided. Details will be provided in the abstract submission process.
Permissions and Clearances
It is the author's responsibility to obtain all necessary permissions and clearances prior to submission of the abstract. AsMA assumes no liability or responsibility for the publication of any submitted material. senter's desired presentation format, but for reasons such as space limitations or dissimilar content, an abstract may be changed to an alternative presentation format. Assignment of an abstract to either a poster or a slide presentation will be recommended by the Scientific Program Committee, but the final decision will be made by the Program Chair.
Presentations

Panels
Panels are invited or organized groups of abstracts submitted for presentation. They may be either informational or scientific in scope. The Panel Overview abstract describing the purpose of the panel should be submitted by the chair first. The Panel Chair then invites the speakers to submit to the panel. Each participant must then submit a separate individual panel abstract. The organizer (chair) of the panel is responsible for ensuring that all abstracts within the panel are properly submitted. Panels will be scheduled for 90-min periods.
Sunday Workshops
Sunday Workshops generally run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Rules for workshops are similar to those for Panels (above). Overview abstracts should reflect the material to be presented in this long format for up to 5 hours of CME credit. MOC questions will be required. Individual abstracts must be entered for each presenter and all necessary information must be entered in the same manner as all other abstracts, including conflict of interest statements. Course materials should be made available for registrants. A separate fee is charged for Workshops registration. For additional information contact Jeff Sventek, Executive Director, at jsventek@asma.org.
Acceptance Process
Abstracts will be reviewed by a minimum of three members of the AsMA Scientific Program Committee. Acceptance will be based on the abstract's originality, relevance, and scientific quality. Criteria for rejection include, but are not limited to, insufficient, inconsistent, or ambiguous data (NOTE: It is insufficient to state, "Results will be discussed"); commercialism; or reviews of previously published literature. Presenters are limited to one senior-authored presentation (except for panel presentations) without prior permission of the Scientific Program Committee Chair, Justin Woodson at: sciprog@asma.org. Following review by the Scientific Program Committee in November, all contributors will receive a notification of acceptance or rejection by e-mail.
Abstract Withdrawal
Withdrawing abstracts is strongly discouraged. However, if necessary, a request to withdraw an abstract should be sent to: Justin Woodson, the Scientific Program Chair, at sciprog@asma.org; and Pam Day at pday@asma.org. The request for withdrawal must include the abstract title, authors, ID number, reason for withdrawal. Due to publishing deadlines, withdrawal notification should be received by January 15, 2014. As abstracts are published in Aerospace Medicine and Human Performance prior to the scientific meeting, a list of abstracts withdrawn or not presented will be printed in the journal following the annual meeting.
PLEASE NOTE: Presenters (including panelists) are required to register for the meeting. There is a discounted fee for nonmember presenters. Registration limited to the day of presentation will be available onsite. TOPIC AREAS: (These will be listed on a drop-down menu on the submission site. They are used to organize the abstracts into sessions.) 1: Human Performance 1. Follow the link to the abstract submission site on our home page: www.asma.org Site opens on or around September 1, 2014
